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CONPIDENTIAL TOKYO 7003 

LIMDIS 

CINCPAC ALSO POR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, PINT, US, JA 

SUBJECT: PRESS INQUIRY ABOUT ALLEGED PORD-MIKI LETTER 

1. YOMIURI SHIMBUN REPORTER TOLD EMBASSY MAY 13 THAT YOMIURI 
PLANNED TO PRINT REPORT PROM WASHINGTON COORESPONDENT TO EPPECT 
THAT ON SEPTEMBER 8 OR 9, 1976, SHORTLY ALTER SOVIET FIGHTER 

PILOT DELECTED WITH MIG-25, PRESIDENT FORD SENT PRIME MINISTER 
MIKI LETTER REQUESTING US EXPERTS' ACCESS TO PLANE. LETTER 
ALSO ALLEGEDLY URGED THAT SOVIET LIGHTER BE DISASSEMBLED. 

YOMIURI REPORTER SAID REPORT BASED ON ACCOUNTS BY THREE 
SEPARATE, BUT UNIDENTIPIED, SOURCES. STATE DEPARTMENT WAS 
SAID TO HAVE DECLINED COMMENT. 

2. WE HAVE TOLD YOMIURI THAT EMBASSY IS UNAWARE OP LETTER. 

PONOFP AND FORMER PONMIN MIYAZAWA HAVE, PONOPF TOLD US, 

DENIED EXISTANCE OP LETTER. 
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